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MOVIE NIGHT
    Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
    HAS BEEN CANCELLED
Sorry, but we want to keep everyone safe.  
We hope to have movie night sometime later this Spring when it is safe to gather.
In its place we would like to offer some options
1. Whine and Wine Zoom Meeting   Monday, January 24th at 6:00 pm
Join us with your favorite beverage just to catch up with each other and maybe talk about some AAUW groups and topics
 Here is the zoom link :
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86974504771?pwd=SjNJbStudlV1dDl5MHNoOHJIMDA2UT09
                                                                                        Or
2.   We have received an invitation from the Appleton Branch to attend via zoom their                                                 January Meeting – Tuesday, January 11 at 5:30 pm.   
            Program: “Microaggressions”.  
Speaker – Ozalle Toms – Assistant Vice Chancellor – Student Diversity, Engagement & Success at UW Whitewater.   Ms. Toms will talk about how to recognize microaggressions and their harmful impact on people of color.   
               Definition of microaggression – The everyday slights, indignities, put owns and insults that people of color, women, LGBT populations or those who are marginalized experience in their day-to-day interactions with people. 
Zoom link to meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81043528563?pwd=VWFTdkluYWRWdTAzZXdTVE8wRDdrQT09
Meeting ID: 810 4352 8563    Passcode: 147808
                                                         
                                               ---------------------------------------------------------------------
Our February Branch meeting – Monday February 21 will also be on zoom.  We look forward to hearing from Drs. Alicia Johnson and Angela Subulwa on The Global Effect of Covid-19 on Women. 

INTEREST/STUDY GROUPS
¡ADELANTE! BOOK GROUP
Mary Barker 
[image: A Woman Is No Man]Wednesday, January 19 
5:30 pm  Green Bay Distillery 

Book: A Woman is No Man by Etaf Rum
Leader: Terri Gulyas
This debut novel by an Arab-American voice, takes us inside the lives of conservative Arab Women living in America.

ART STUDY GROUP
Carolyn Reedy & Mary Woodbridge 
The Art Group is cancelling their January 13th meeting due to concerns of Covid and meeting in someone’s home. 
Consider one of these other Art Opportunities this month: 
Neville Museum presents “Youth Art Month” beginning Saturday, January 8. This is a multi-media exhibit by works of art students in grades K-12 from 19 counties in Northeast Wisconsin.
Rahr West Art Museum in Manitowac continues the exhibit of “Marc Chagall: LeCirque” ( 38 prints of the circus experience) through Febrauary 13th.

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
Thursday February 2nd at 6:30 pm  
Via Zoom
[image: ]


AFTERNOON BOOK GROUP
Wendy Schroede[image: Title: The Masterpiece: A Novel, Author: Fiona Davis]r
Monday, January 24
3:00 pm   Will meet by Zoom this month
Book: The Masterpiece: A Novel by Fiona Davis
Leader: Carolyn Reedy
In this captivating novel, Davis takes readers into the glamorous lost art school within Grand Central Terminal, where two very different women, fifty years apart, strive to make their mark on a world set against them.

                          ---------------



MEMBERSHIP
Mary Schmidt & Thao Coopman

Welcome New Member: 
Karry O’Saben. 
965 Mancel Lane.  GB  54304
920-360-5231
Email:  osaben891@yahoo.com
Graduate of Memorial School of Nursing and Masters Degree – Purdue University
Karry is a retired nurse.
Welcome Karry – we hope to meet you in person at one of our future meetings.  Until then please join us virtually.  

Condolences to longtime AAUW Member, Maryl Hitchcock on the loss of her husband Bob in December.  He was 99 and they had recently celebrated their 75th anniversary.  

Congratulations to Lisa Ubbelholde on her retirement January 15th.  Here’s to an adventurous future.  


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Lindsay Mather
A few notes from the January Board Meeting
We now have AAAUW specially designed insurance for our branch meetings.
A group of members, Dotty Juengst, Thao Coopman, Drew Coopman, and Mary Schmidt met to discuss an integration of our Dreamers and Doers and Branch Facebook pages (each is a separate entity right now).   The new Facebook pages would include 4 areas – our General meetings, Branch news/policies/interest groups, State news and Dreamers and Doers articles and book information
Dotty Juengst will be our DEI (Diversity, Equity & Inclusion) state representative.

Mary Schmidt, Membership, will attend via zoom a State meeting on membership January 18th.                                   

                     -----------------

WATER STUDY GROUP
Carol Pearson

Wisconsin drivers, manufacturers adding support, Electric vehicles gaining traction
By Rick Barrett, MJS, December 29
From cars to motorcycles, and fire trucks to charging stations, Wisconsin has a key role in the development of electric vehicles.
Moreover, the number of EVs on the state’s roadways, although still barely a blip on the radar screen, has risen steadily in recent years — fueled by growth from Madison and the Milwaukee suburbs. 
There were 7,521 electric vehicles registered in Wisconsin as of mid-2021, according to the most recent figures from the state Department of Transportation. That was up 156% from 2018 and more than eight times higher than in 2016. Around 60% of the EVs were registered in Dane, Milwaukee, Waukesha, Ozaukee, Washington, and Racine Counties.  
Read more at: https://milwaukeejournalsentinelwi.newsmemory.com/?token=6c8540888d00ff2c1e47f6bf5817933f&cnum=ebf79abe-d987-e411-8968-90b11c3bc1f2&fod=1111111STD-0&selDate=20220104&licenseType=paid_subscriber&
Plastic production just keeps expanding, and now is becoming a driving cause of climate change. By Rebecca Altman The Atlantic, Jan. 3
Should U.S. plastics production continue to grow as the industry projects, by 2030, it will eclipse the climate contributions of coal-fired power plants, concludes Jim Vallette, the lead author of a new Beyond Plastics report. Or, by another measure, the current growth trajectory means that by 2050, the industry’s emissions could eat up 15 percent, and potentially more, of the global carbon budget. How much varies by feedstock and type of plastic, but on average, 1.89 metric tons of carbon-dioxide equivalents (a composite measure of greenhouse gases) is produced for every metric ton of plastic made.
Emissions stem from upstream fossil-fuel production and processing. But there are concerns, too, about the potential for even more emissions at the other end of the life cycle, should states green-light industry proposals to expand such carbon-intensive waste-management technologies as incineration, refuse-derived fuels, and molecular, chemical, and so-called advanced recycling. These unproven technologies use high heat and other methods to convert waste into feedstocks for making more plastics. As of now, such technologies shift “the landfill from the ground to the sky,” says Yobel Novian Putra, who works on Asia Pacific climate and energy policy for the Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, which in turn has implications for both air quality and climate.
Read the article at: https://apple.news/AEqOiouhrQgKl2Hham6pmvw
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PUBLIC POLICY
Sara Ramaker

Two Changes to Wisconsin’s Sexual Assault Law
Finally, two bills that have been stalled for years (due to partisan bickering) despite widespread support among law enforcement agencies, victims’ advocates and others across Wisconsin have become law.  In early December, Governor Tony Evers signed into law, two bills that change the way sexual assaults will be handled in Wisconsin.  The first law requires that when the health care professionals collect evidence for a sexual assault kit, the victim can then decide to whether or not to report the assault. If the victim decides to report the assault, law enforcement has 72 hours to retrieve the kit and 14 days to have it brought to a state crime laboratory for analysis. In the event the survivor decides not to report the assault, the kit must be stored for 10 years and can be tested at any point if the survivor decides to report it at a later date. This gives the victim an opportunity to change her/his mind.  The purpose is to streamline the testing process and offer better storage procedures for the evidence.  The second law requires the Wisconsin Department of Justice to track the kits and also gives survivors the ability to track their kits directly.  Two local representatives, Senator Rob Cowles and Representative David Steffen, joined as sponsors of the legislation.  (Note:  This was brought to my attention by an AAUW North Woods member whose daughter is director of  Friends, Inc. in West Bend where Governor Earl signed the legislation.)

Update on Wisconsin’s Redistricting
Those of us (That includes roughly 80% of Wisconsinites who have “spoken” on this topic either through county resolutions or municipal and county referendums) who support nonpartisan districting are in a “hard” place.  We have organized and shown the legislature through referendums, resolutions and shear number of letters that Wisconsinites want nonpartisan districting. Yet, they have such power that they can ignore us.  Ironically they have the power because of their gerrymandered districts. So, the legislature has passed a redistricting plan in which the few changes only protect the gerrymandered representatives even more.  (Two of the areas that changed involved legislators who were nearly defeated in the last election.  The changes make it even harder to defeat them.) The governor refused to sign it.  Instead of trying to negotiate a compromise, the legislature has taken it to the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  

Earlier this year, the Wisconsin Supreme Court rejected a proposed rule that would have required it to take all redistricting disputes straight to the Court without lower court involvement. There were many reasons for rejecting the rule, such as:  1) It limited the parties to the two political parties, excluding the citizens; 2) The Court would have lost the benefit of the evidence presented at the lower courts and the lower court’s analysis; and 3) What rules would apply?  It was a quagmire for the Supreme Court. We all sighed with relief when they rejected it.
Despite rejecting that rule, the Wisconsin Supreme Court has accepted the redistricting case without going through the lower courts.  So, all the issues that the proposed rule presented are now before the Court.  When the Supreme Court decided to accept the redistricting case, the court’s conservative majority wrote that it wants new political maps that follow a “least change” approach, meaning that the new maps don’t differ greatly from those already in place, apparently ignoring that the present maps are among the most gerrymandered political maps in the country. The court also stated that it wouldn’t make political considerations as it decides the new political boundaries and won’t take the partisan makeup of districts into account.  It is important to note that there is NO LEGAL PRECEDENT to support the conservative majority’s decision.
On Tuesday, “The Concerned Voters of Wisconsin,” 36 voters from each of the 33 state Senate districts with differing political views, filed an amicus brief.  According to their brief, “The Concerned Voters of Wisconsin further bring a unique perspective to this case — that of everyday Wisconsin voters…They represent no political party, and indeed are from both major political parties as well as independent voters, with differing levels of political engagement. Although some are affiliated with organizations, they come before this Court as individual voters expressing their personal views. They are not in power seeking to stay in power, nor are they out of power seeking to be in power. They are not being paid for what they do. Even their lawyers are working pro bono to ensure their voice is heard. The only benefit these amici seek is the same benefit they ask for everyone living in Wisconsin: a just and representative government.”   The Voters argue that by accepting the legislature’s maps, i.e. keeping these political maps and protecting incumbents, is itself a political consideration and violates the Court’s stated intentions. They argue “[T]he Court cautioned the parties to use a least change approach, ignore partisan makeup of districts, and heed the law to resolve a dispute between two branches of government. Petitioners and the Legislature have failed in that task…When it suits their purpose, they violate the Court’s “least change” approach, take the Court into the political arena, and encourage it to use a “scorecard” in a manner that obfuscates the most important necessary decisions… For the reasons set forth herein, Concerned Voters ask this Court to reject SB621 along with Petitioners’ application of their scorecard; and, recognizing the specialized expertise required for this inherently complicated task, invite the federal court to take jurisdiction over this dispute for appropriate fact-finding and decision-making...If the Court retains jurisdiction, it should clearly articulate how it prioritizes the redistricting criteria in reaching its decision.” 
In addition, the Republican Representatives from Congress who have joined as a party recently filed a motion seeking to modify the maps that they submitted in the case, a move that previous court orders allow but may require the approval of all other parties in the case. Several map proposals have already been introduced to the Supreme Court.  Governor Evers submitted maps December 15 which comply with the Legislature’s least change criteria, are compliant with the federal Voting Rights Act, less partisan, and splits fewer communities. There are nine interested parties involved in the map review process.  Hearings before the Supreme Court are anticipated Jan 18-22.
The redistricting case in the federal court was put on hold pending the Wisconsin Supreme Court decision.  It is anticipated that the federal court will take up the case at the end of January with a possible trial in late January or early February. 
NOTE:  Maps must be decided and published by March 2022, prior to the spring elections.
The Fair Maps citizens from around the state are planning rallies in several cities around the state for January 21.  The purpose is to keep the pressure on the Supreme Court to let them know people are watching and that we care. Local people are organizing a rally in Green Bay at the Brown County Courthouse.  The time has yet to be set. As I learn the details, I will keep you all informed.  Please plan to attend. 

Federal legislation on the Freedom to Vote Act (FTVA)
The very first bill the Democrat-led Congress submitted after President Biden became President was the For the People Act. It passed in the House, but Senate Republicans pressed for compromises. The Senate version is called the Freedom to Vote Act (FTVA). Despite many compromises, it includes much-needed, nation-wide election changes.
The FTVA protects and expands voting rights and election security through: automatic, online, and same-day voter registration; vote-by-mail and early voting; limiting voter roll purging and requiring purged voters to be notified within 48 hours; establishing Election Day as a federal holiday; restoring voting rights to felons who have completed their sentence and parole; requiring short wait times at polling places; ending partisan gerrymandering of congressional districts;  requiring transparent, post-election audits with clearly defined rules and procedures; and requiring newer voting machines that provide voter-verified paper record
The FTVA also reduces the influence of big money in our politics by: requiring dark money organizations that spend over $10,000 in elections to disclose their donors; upgrading online political spending transparency rules to ensure voters know who is paying for political advertisements; and strengthen oversight rules to ensure those who break our campaign finance laws are held accountable.
These are things necessary for a healthy democracy. But a handful of powerful legislators are blocking this bill.  The present Voting Rights Act has been weakened and in states around this country, more than 400 bills seek to alter, eliminate and make it more difficult to vote. We need to protect our precious right to vote. Contact Senators Baldwin and Johnson and tell them to pass the Freedom to Vote Act!
        
              -------------------------------

STATE AAUW NEWS
2022 State Convention will be virtual again. 
The theme is: Celebrating Breaking Barriers.  Plan to challenge preconceptions and evolve from equality to equity through our breakout sessions.  Kick Friday evening off in style with a few local celebrities to get everyone in the mood to celebrate the advances of women  interrupting– if you will – the patriarchy while advocating for equity.   
Our District 5 is coordinating the Convention.  Thank you Sara Ramaker for representing our Green Bay Area Branch on the planning committee.  Mark your calendar for April 22 & 23 for this virtual event.  The convention worked real well last year online and had its greatest attendance in years.  Look for more information on speakers, interest groups and registration information in the coming months.  

Special Project for Afghan Women Refugees
AAUW Tomah is uniquely positioned to reach out and assist Afghan Refugee guests currently residing on Fort McCoy Military Base only 10 miles away.  I (Deb Thiel) have the privilege of working face to face with Women and Children through the Volunteer program.  What an amazing experience – women showing courage, grief, hope – many experiencing and witnessing trauma, loss, and just the shock of it all.  Young women who were the first to be educated in their country having to choose to leave with only a passport on them, alarmed for the future of their country, friends and families left behind. 
We can all share what this must feel like.  There are many organizations and individuals involved making an amazing difference!  Many of you are involved in these efforts – THANK YOU from the people. They really are appreciative.
Here’s another opportunity!
As basic needs for safety, food, shelter, clothing are met and time passes Afghan Women have showed a longing for personal luxuries such as skin care and cosmetics.  They love eyeliner, and lipstick!  
So the idea – wouldn’t it be great if we could provide quality cosmetic kits for these women? 
What:  Gift Bags for Women “Prep for Success”
To include:  make-up, skin and hair care products.  Individual gift bags of quality products they have mentioned (that is eye shadow, eye liner, mascara, lipstick, cleaner, sunscreen, moisturizer) as a token of our shared sisterhood and support. Handwritten notes of encouragement and local women sewing handmade carry bag for these items. 

Recipients:  
1st Goal:  Gift bags to the Afghan University Women soon leaving for continued education (target 150).  If we exceed that goal we will continue to supply cosmetic products to as many Afghan women at Fort McCoy as able (est.6000)

Sponsor:  American Association of University Women (AAUW) Tomah Branch 

Funding:  AAUW Tomah collecting monetary donations!
	
Send Checks payable to:  AAUW Tomah Branch (Note in ledger: Afghan)
Mail to: Audrey Chambers, Treasurer
15400 Headquarters Road, Tomah, WI 54660
or
GO FUND ME SITE –Pending

Bonus: Personal uplifting notes of encouragement, support, and kinship requested for inclusion in gift bags and shared with these women.
To Learn More about Afghan Refugees and Volunteer Opportunities: https://www.viterbo.edu/social-justice-and-equity/afghan-evacuees-fort-mccoy  
                           ---------------------------------
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